Rise of Christianity & The Long Decline


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: The Colosseum

Standards: 2B, 2C, 2D

TOPIC:  Rise of Christianity & The Long Decline

MAJOR IDEA:  In its early years Christianity was one of many religions in the Roman Empire.  However, as the first signs of the decline of the Roman Empire began to appear Christianity spread rapidly.  The Empire perceived the widening spread of Christianity as a threat and many Christians were persecuted, violently, beginning in 249.  Some of these Christians and were sent to their slaughter at the Colosseum and became martyrs.  The decline of the Empire was a process that occurred over many centuries and coincides with the decline of the Roman Empire.  After the Empire fell, the Christian Church took over its role and the Roman Colosseum took on new uses before becoming a landmark relic.  

Note: When the Church built the Vatican they used stones from the ruin of the Colosseum in the construction of its buildings.  This is ironic since in Christianity’s early years many Christians were slaughtered at the Colosseum.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What is religious persecution?

· What were the many religions of the Roman Empire?  Why was Christianity singled out for persecution?

· Why and how were the Christians persecuted?

· How (or why) did the problems contributing to the decline of the Roman Empire make Christianity more appealing?

· Why and how did Christianity spread so rapidly through the Roman Empire?

· Did the Colosseum have a new role in Christian Rome?

· How did the world change with the fall of the Roman Empire?

· How did the role or image of the Colosseum change with the fall of the Roman Empire?  What has become the myth of the Colosseum?

· What is the lasting legacy of the Roman Empire?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Images of the Ruin of the Colosseum

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Do Now – write the word persecution on the chalkboard and have students free-write what the word means to them and what they associate with the word.

· Create a detailed bi-level timeline that documents the rise and spread of Christianity and the decline of the Roman Empire.  Connect this timeline with the timeline of the Roman Republic/Empire created earlier.

· Ask students to imagine they are living the Roman Empire during the early years of Christianity.  Have them write a diary entry in the voice of an early Christian who lives in the Roman Empire.  The diary entries should refer to historical events and discuss the persecution being experienced by their fellow Christians.  Have students share their diary entries with the class.

· The collapse of the Roman Empire is due to a complexity of issues and was a long-term process.  Create a cause and effect chart of the problems contributing to the decline of the Roman Empire.  Highlight or annotate the chart to identify the factors or effects that might have made the promise of hope, salvation and a better life an especially appealing factor in the acceptance of Christianity.  Have students write a research paper on the collapse of the Roman Empire that further explores the factors identified in class.  They should consider how the many problems together created a domino effect each contributing to the other and how the government sought to pacify the population through the continuing use of bread and circuses. 

· Have students respond to the following quote: ‘As long as the Colosseum stands Rome stands; when the Colosseum falls, Rome will fall; when Rome falls, the world will fall’ – Venerable Bede (8th century English monk).  What did Bede mean by this statement?  How did the world change with the fall of the Roman Empire?  What, if any, is the importance and power of Rome in today’s world?  What, if any, is the importance and power of the Colosseum in today’s world?  Create a list of the different uses the Colosseum has served since the fall of the Roman Empire?

RESOURCES:

· A timeline of the Colosseum from The Colosseum by Peter Quennel and the Editors of the Newsweek Book Division pp 162-163 (included in the reading packet).

· Arena: The Story of the Colosseum by John Pearson pp 171-187.

HOMEWORK:

· What is persecution in the modern world?  Have students choose a current newspaper article and report on the persecution of a group in today’s world.  Have students note if there are any comparisons to the persecution experienced by the early Christians in Roman Empire.  Ask students to also answer the following question: Have human societies learned from history?  Explain your answer.

· Write a response essay to the following quote that includes a discussion of its historical basis or foundation.  ‘The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church’ (the church referred to is the Christian church.)

· Why do you think the Colosseum, a relic of a pagan society, survived in Christian Rome?  Why wasn’t the Colosseum destroyed or dismantled?  Explain your answer.
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